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Public Library & Society: Periods

Ä 1. Civic PL: 1850 -1883

Ä 2. Endowed PL: 1883 -1919

Ä 3. National Network PL: 1919 -1939

Ä 4. Welfare State PL: 1945 -1975

Ä 5. Postmodern PL: 1975 -





Public Library & Society: Ideology

Ä Philosophical flywheels: utilitarianism & 
idealism

Ä Social control: embourgeoisement theory; 
Foucault

Ä Social control rejected
Â Popper & social engineering
Â Habermas and the public sphere (óthird placeô)
Â Gramsci





First Generation of Public Library 
Buildings: 1850 -c.1883

Ä A new institution & building type

Ä The first buildings

Ä Naming the parts 

ÄModel lay -outs

Ä Librarians and architects









Serial Philanthropy and the Rise of 
the Library Architect: c.1883 -1919

Ä Philanthropy and the 1887 Jubilee 
Campaigns

ÄMedium and small buildings

Ä Philanthropy becomes big business

Ä Carnegie, Bertram & design control

Ä A mania for bricks and mortar











The Modernist Turn: c.1919 -1939

Ä Small town & suburban libraries

Ä A big city library: Manchester
Â The architectural competition

Â The decision

Â Planning visit to USA

Â The library takes shape

Â Opening





Thematic Study 1: The Library as 
Monument and Machine

Ä Monument defined
Ä Civic pride, influence of philanthropy, 

restraint
Ä Evelyn Saxton & the Liverpool Public 

Library

Ä Machine defined
Ä Librarians & library economy
Ä Lessons from America
Ä Jast, Manchester Public Library & the 

supernatural 









Thematic Study 2: The Reading 
Room

Ä Newspapers

ÄMagazines

Ä Democracy and the public sphere

Ä Autodidact tradition

ÄThe reading room as óbroadbandô




