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Analogy Is a structural, explanatory or argumentative figures
based on selective similarity. e.g.

AHe was a | i1 onfierca nobanfotrlegsdo me
Analogies are cultural, situated, conventional, purposive.

Symbols can be natural, representational, or arbitrarily
systematic (e.g. Dewey Decimal Classification).

Comparing actual space with a notional space is metaphoric.
Memory theater was for inventio: indexing for use.

Difficult to represent relationships without spatial positioning
(Diagrams, flowcharts, scales, . . .)

Spatial analogies (like vocabulary) decay with time.
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Triple spheres: Universe,
Earth; and inner self.

Logos used by Otlet

Books, fruitful tree,
and a key.
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The tree is a
traditional
figure for

showing

relationships,
and progress
through time.
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SUUENER MONPIAL '

Cité mondial 7 2
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n . . . t he
New Jerusalem,
coming down from God
out of heaven, ... The
tabernacle of God iIs
wi t h men
Revelations 21, 2.

Analogous Spaces, Ghent

Ho



For me, direct
study of
spatial images not
very helpful.

So, an indirect
approach:

1. The context,

Otl etds mili

2. Spatial ideas of
other people;

3. Back to Otlet.
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ows n, Aprll 1938,

1890s 1 1930s

Renaissance period in
arts, technology, social
change, science.

Science, art and
technology combined.

Emphasis on design
and efficiency: Form
follows function.

Distance conquered.

#.CROS

Culture of progress.
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Not Paul Otlet
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