


Google Book Search

It would have kept Paul 
Otlet Awake !

Philippe Colombet

Google Book Search Partnerships
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Agenda

• What has changed with technology since Pal Otlet’s 
visions in 1930 ?

• Why is it so important to make books part of the 
searchable web of information ?

• What are the broader outcomes of such  a massive 
undertaking  ?
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2008: 1 billion people online
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What helped us: Technology Revolution: since 1982 …

• CPU performance: Up by a factor of 3,500

• Memory prices: Down by a factor of 45,000

• Disk prices: Down by a factor of 3,600,000 

Dream of organizing and making accessible all 

the world’s information is nearly obtainable!
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If Only Petrol Mileage Improved As Much …

•… one litre of petrol 
would take you around 

the Earth more than 
500 times!
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Historical Rates of Adoption

Source: Morgan Stanley Technology Research (redrawn)
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Google’s Mission

Online content
Billions of web pages

Offline content
Billions of items 

becoming indexed

To organize the world’s information and 

make it universally accessible and useful.
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Find books (as well) when you search information

Title Navigational Author Navigational
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One Consumer Product, Two Sources of Books

Partner Program Library Project
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Working with Publishers

.com .ca .co.uk .com.au .co.in .co.nz .ie .co.za .com.pk .as .tt .co.ke .com.jm .co.ug .fr

.de .it .es .nl .be .at .ch .mu .com.sg .com.my .sh .vg .co.je .je .ms .off.ai .com.gi

.co.ck .com.nf .co.ls .co.vi .com.ag .com.bz .com.fj .com.na .com.np .com.vc .fm .gm .mw

.pn .rw .sc .to .com.mx .cl .com.ar .com.co .co.ve .com.pa .com.do .co.cr .com.ec .com.gt

.com.pe .com.sv .com.uy .com.bo .hn .com.ni .com.py .com.br .cn .com.hk .com.tw .co.jp 

Over 70 Domains

Over 1 Million Books Over 10,000 Publishers



Working with Library Partners
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Public Domain/ In copyright views

Limited

Preview

(Publisher 

Program)

Full View

(Public 

Domain)
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Location layer for Books in Google Earth

“Places in this book” reversed 

• Search by location, see book 

references

• Only for out-of-copyright works

• Click through to view  references 

in the text 


