
1



2

ANALOGOUS SPACES :
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ANOTHER CONFERENCE ?



4

SPACE ?



5

ANALOGY ?
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« Ainsi le pi® dôune montagnea quelque chose 

dôanalogue avec celui dôun animal, quoique ce 

soient deux choses très-différentes. »

(Diderot & dôAlembert, Encyclopédie, I, 399)
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óThe top of the icebergô is often used as a 

metaphor.
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A metaphor.
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WHAT ARE  ANALOGOUS 

SPACES ?
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Analogous spaces imply that every science, every 

thought, every memory, every work creates its 

own óspaceô and that these spaces are often 

organized in a similar way.
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SO K

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN

A KNOWLEDGE (K) AND

ITS SPATIAL ORGANIZATION (SO)
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SO1

SO2

SO3

SO4

K1

K2

K3

K4

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN

DIFFERENT KNOWLEDGES (K1, K2, K3, 

K4)

AND

THEIR SPATIAL ORGANIZATIONS (SO1, 

SO2, SO3, SO4)
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THERE IS ANALOGY WHEN 

THE RELATIONSHIPS 1, 2, 3, 4

ARE SIMILAR
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=
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EACH TERM OF THE 

ANALOGY CAN BE 

CALLED AN ANALOGON

(A1, A2, A3, A4)
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THE ANALOGOUS SPACE ASa

IS THE COMMON SPACE OF 

ANALOGONS
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panopticon and the 

disciplinary society

symbolic forms of 

the city of Rome

functional zoning of 

metropolitan areas

regional 

development through 

satellite towns
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THE ANALOGOUS SPACE ASa

IS THE COMMON SPACE OF 

ANALOGONS

TWO EXEMPLES
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panopticon and the 

disciplinary society

symbolic forms of 

the city of Rome

functional zoning of 

metropolitan areas

regional 

development through 

satellite towns

RADIOCONCENTRICISM

=

=

=
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evolution of 

monophilic 

organisms

biological evolution 

of man

functional spatiality 

of human 

settlements

international 

municipal 

administration

=

=

=

ARBORESCENCE
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knowledge

ï meaning

ðððððððð

=   analogous space
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Henri Labrouste, Central repository of the Bibliothèque naitonale in 

Paris.
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SOME ANALOGOUS 

SPACES
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QUESTIONS OF

REPRESENTATION AND DESIGN
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Diagram showing denisties of traffic flows and leading directly to 

the design of highways. Christopher Alexander, Notes on the 

synthesis of form, 1964.
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Antony Garrett Lisi, An Exceptionally Simple Theory of Everything, 

2007.
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« Carte de Tendre »


