
Can public space be downloaded? 





In the industrial epoch alone has it become 

possible that the worker scarcely freed from 

feudal servitude could be used as mere 

materialé 

-Friedrich Engels, The 

Conditions of the Working 

Class in England (1845)









What did Neurath think about what 

people like Engels had to say? 





óBerlin does not stimulate sight-seeing very much, 

wealthy, but neither beautiful nor attractiveé I 

miss our ñAustrian sociabilityò everywhere.ô

-Otto Neurath, 13 October 1903 Letter to 

Ferdinand Tönnies







Buté..  





óIt appears that in some regions at times one 

can buy one kilogram of salt for one kilogram 

of meat, one kilogram of sugar for one 

kilogram of butter. This experience should 

move us all to organize barter exchanges and 

make it available to all.ô

-Otto Neurath





óThe babyôs father is a carpenter and built the 

wagon in the picture from an old packing case 

and painted it bright blueô. 

-National Geographic (1923)









óThe Settlement and Allotment Garden Association is 

helping to gradually undo the modern metropolis by 

leaving apartment construction and administration to 

cooperatives, housing groups and related 

organizations . . . [and] by consolidating all matters 

relating to housing construction, from the production 

of raw materials to the construction of finished 

homes.ô 





What tools did the Settlement and Allotment 

Garden Association have at its disposal? 









óIn the vestibule to the ballroom.. There is a fur 

and fur usage exhibit. It is illustrated here what 

one can make out of rabbit fur. It is probable that 

the rabbits of allotment gardeners and small 

animal farmers will be used less for their meat 

than for their fur, because the usage of fur yields 

more things.ô 

-Oesterreichische Staedte-Zeitung (1923)













óThe settlement house will always remain a more 

evolved type of dwelling... However, we recognize 

that the high-rise apartment has time on its side 

due to the present economic circumstances.ô 

-Otto Neurath (1924)





The goal was to educate the working-class masses 

about óproduction, emigration, mortality, interior 

furnishing, unemployment, the fight against 

tuberculosis and alcoholismé physical and mental 

developmenté. [and] the state of industryô. 

-Otto Neurath (1925)





óWe have reached a point where in the great 

metropolis the decentralization  of the 

museum is afoot. These museums should not 

be treated as central monumental locations, 

but as moving structures that can transform 

depending on the purpose of the exhibitionô. 

-Otto Neurath (1931)









óIt was seen by 2000 people every day, some using it 

as a sort of waiting-room, and others going there for 

some minutes everyday for knowledge and 

amusementô. 

-Otto Neurath (1936)











óModern man is very spoiled by cinema 

and illustrations. He receives his education 

in the most comfortable of means, partly 

during periods of rest, through optical 

impressions. If one seeks to disseminate 

socio-scientific education generally, one 

must use similar means of representation. 

The modern advertisement will show us 

the way!ô 

-Otto Neurath (1925)








